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GHUNNAH

% What is Ghunnah?

o

Linguistically: Ghunnah is a sound that resonates in the nasal cavity and is produced
entirely from the nose.

Terminologically: It's described as a pleasant sound that's similar to a "hmm" and is
made up of characteristics of the letters "nun" (J) or "mim" (p).

The tongue doesn't play a role in pronouncing ghunnah, and the sound should not last
longer than two counts.

Ghunnah is used when a Shaddah appears above the letter "nun" or "mim". When this
happens, the letter is pronounced with a strong ghunnah, which means holding the
sound in the nose for two counts. The minimum duration of ghunnah is 0.66 seconds,
and the maximum is 1.23 seconds.

To articulate the Ghunnah, the vocal cords vibrate while the airflow is directed

through the nasal passage, creating a nasalized sound.

% Types of Ghunnah:

il
1l
iii.

1v.

There are four types or levels of Ghunnah, each with its own set of rules and examples:

1.

The Most Complete

The Complete Ghunnah

The Incomplete Ghunnah

The Most Incomplete Ghunnah

The Most Complete Ghunnah:

¢ This is the longest form of Ghunnah and occurs with Meem Mushaddad and Noon
Mushaddad.

¢ It lasts for 2 counts.

¢ Examples:

585 ) & O el 22



¢ It also applies to Idgham with Ghunnah, where Noon Saakin or Tanween merge
into the following letter accompanied by the sound of Ghunnah.

¢ Example:

oy 1 AR 353 Ui (Jans (yad

2. The Complete Ghunnah:
¢ This rule applies to Noon Saakin or Meem Saakin followed by Ikhfaa letters.

¢ Example for Noon Saakin - Ikhfa’:
534 8 A
¢ Example for Meem Saakin - Ikhfa’:
AL DI e | ARl gda s b 2l S

3. The Incomplete Ghunnah:
¢ In this case, the Ghunnabh is shorter.
¢ [t occurs when Noon Saakin or Meem Saakin are in a state of Ith haar or clear
pronunciation.

¢ Example for Noon Saakin:
DA Sl (i
¢ Example for Meem Saakin

Q}auﬁ;v‘;‘.@;&;ﬁm

4. The Most Incomplete Ghunnah:

¢ This is the shortest form of Ghunnah and coincides with the presence of Noon and
Meem with Harakah(—)

¢ Examples:

55 21 B



NOON SAKINAH RULES

% What is Noon Sakinah?
Noon Saakin means a Noon (0) with a Sukoon/Jazm on it. The Noon Saakin can take
place in the middle or end of any word. Tanween and Noon Saakin are read in one of the
forms of Ikhfa, Izhar, Idghaam and Iqlaab.

Example:

% What is Tanween?

o Like we studied before, Tanween (—) Tanween means doubling of the short vowel signs
into Fathatayn (Two Fathas), Dammatayn (Two Dammas), and Kasratayn (Two Kasras).
Tanween is like a nun with jazm at the end of a word but is written differently. Tanween

is made by adding a 'n' sound to the short vowels.

% Rules of Noon Saakin and Tanween

o When there is a noon saakin or tanween, we need to look at the next letter following
the noon saakin or tanween.

o The letter that follows determines how the noon is pronounced, depending on the rule
that is applied. There are four rules of tajweed applied to the noon saakin and
tanween. The rules are applied to the noon saakin in the same way that they are
applied to the tanween.

o The four rules are:



1. AL-ITH’HAR il jgky)

¢
¢

Literal meaning: To make something clear

The rule: If after Ntin Sakinah or Tanween comes any of the Ith’har letters then it
will be read clearly with no merging or sounds.

The Ith’har letters are also the Huroof Halqiyah (throat letters), hence the name
Ith’har Halqi.

°
4

Letters of Ith’har: - :,ﬁ; —t> te -t aor ttre>s

JAle BY) Glle G .
38 & A (e 4
Lake V58 slac G 4
Dt |5 R

2. Al-IDGHAM a3y

¢
¢

Literal meaning: To merge something into something else

The rule: If after Nin As-Sakinah or Tanween comes any of the Idghaam letters,
you will merge the Niin Sakinah or Tanween into the letter. The emphasis will be
on the succeeding letter because of the presence of Shaddah.

Letters of Idghaam: &, 5, J, ¢, U, ¢ and they are collected in the word: st



¢ Idghaam is of two types:
= Idghaam with Ghunnah(&& aa al&3y)):

o It has four letters (5¥) 5,0, 0, &.

o If any of these letters come after Nin As-Sakinah or Tanween it is read

with Ghunna.

o Examples of Idghaam:

Jadi s OV il 3 |
1K e SRV eyl | o
A5t 055 Jion | <

= Idghaam without Ghunnah:

o It has two letters _, J.
o If any of these two letters come after Nin As-Sakinah or Tanween it will be

read without Ghunna.

ALY Al dag J
Ly Ul 55 AT 355 s 2

Idghaam with Ghunna in one word (Read with Ith’har):
There are only four places in the Quran where Idghaam with Ghunna comes in one word (But they are

recited with Ith’har) and they are:
&l sia - An'am 99

)38 - Ar-Ra'd 4

i Al-Bagara 85

- As-Saf4




3. AL-IQLAAB <54y

Literal meaning: To change something into something else

¢

The rule: If after Nin Saakinah or Tanween appears the letter of Iqlaab then the
reader will substitute the NGn Saakin or Tanween into a Meem (¢) and it will be

recited with the sound between Idghaam and Ikhfaa’.
Letter of Iqlaab: <

Examples of Iqlab with Noon sakin and Tanween:

4. AL-IKHFAA’ adal ¢lady)

¢

¢

Literal meaning: To conceal something

The rule: If any of the 15 letters of Ikhfa' come after Noon As-Sakinah or
Tanween the word will be read with Ikhfa’ and the sound is considered to be

between Ith’har and Idghaam with the existence of Ghunna, and the duration will

be of two Harakah.
Letters of Ikhfa’:
i ﬂ;ﬁcd;hnbc&twnuﬁcwL_j;ic:acaui'fu;’) :

s 2 . -

Please note that if the letter of Ikhfaa’ is a full mouth letter then the sound of
Ikhfaa’ will also be a thicker full mouth sound and if the letter is an empty mouth

letter then the sound will also be an empty mouth sound.
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Noon Sakin and Tanween chart

Noon Sakin-NS, Tanween-TN

Type Ith’aar (J%&Y)) Idghaam (s 3Y)) Iqlab (<5&y)) Ikhfa’ (s\&iY))
(Huruf - Halqiyah)
Meaning Clear pronunciation of | Merging NS or TN Transformation of NS | Involves hiding the
NS & TN when with the Idgham or TN into the sound sound of NS or TN
followed by an Ith’aar | letters, “2” when followed by | with a slight nasal
letter. resulting in one sound. | _, sound
Application | Applied when the Applied when these Only when < appears ¢ H Az &
& these letters appear letters appear after after NS/TN. . N
Letters after NS/TN: NS/TN: Sound of NS will 5 G (8
s ¢ 5 sl oa clg L
(C&C&"‘) (JUedJLﬁ) convert to a 3o ol
ma’a Ghunnah: 5 O ¢ S
bila Ghunnah: J_)
Ghunnah No Ghunnah. With Ghunnah- s With Ghunnah. With Ghunnah.
Sound of NS/TN is Sound of NS/TN is Sound of NS/TN is not
pronounced clearly & | ) -No Ghunnah hidden, & instead, the | pronounced clearly but
separately from the sound “¢” is is slightly merged with
letter following it. pronounced with the letters, creating a
Ghunnah. (Mmmm) nasalized sound.
Summary In this case the O is In this case the (s is Here the Noon ¢ is The Noon ¢ is hidden
read clearly merged into the next | changed into Meem . | 80 it is not a clear
letter of the ¢sle noon, but at the same
group, with the option time, not merged into
of ghunnah or not. the next letter.
Examples &0l: ' | Ghunnab: i U 17y giais
OY) gy (2 ]
SAlz Y o pran Gyl
’ e
No Ghunnah:

AT s




MEEM SAKINAH RULES

% What is Meem Sakinah?

o  When the Meem “»” carries a Sukoon while stopping on it or proceeding with the

Ayah. The mouth, specifically the lips, create the sound Meem when closed on top of

each other.

o The word Shafawi (s4%) indicates the origin of the letter Meem, the lips. Lips are

called Shafatain(o#i8%) in Arabic.

o Hence, the Meen Sakinah rules are known as “Shafawiyah(4: s83)” meaning “from the

lips”. Just like in the Noon Sakinah rules, the rule applied on Meem Sakinah too

depends on the letter following the Meem Sakinah.

Meem As-Sakinah has three rules:
1. Al-Ikhfaa’ As-Shafawi s 22 G2y
2. Al-ldghaam Al-Mithlayn — ¢ufid) A2 3y
3. Al-Ith’har As-Shafawi s sl ey

1. Al-Ikhfaa’ As-Shafawi (s &) (GAY) ;

¢
¢

Al-Ikhfaa’ As-Shafawi has only one letter and that is Baa (<).

If the letter Baa comes after Meem As-Sakinah (the Meem at the end of a word
and the Baa at the beginning of the following word) Al-Ikhfaa’ As-Shafawi with
Ghunna is found.

The sound will be similar to the sound of Iglaab in Nin As-Saakinah. However

here you will need to leave a small gap between the lips.

Ois s o Loy o a0 &) Ll e85

2. Al-Idghaam Al-Mithlayn oalial | ol 3y

¢
¢

It has only one letter which is Meem (p).
When a Meem As-Saakinah (at the end of a word) and a Meem Mutaharrik
(5334 »), At the beginning of the leading word meet, it will be read with Idghaam

with Ghunna.



Cnia3i o ¢

3. Al-Ith’har As-Shafawi s sl el

¢ All the letters after taking out the letter < (from Ikhfaa’ As-Shafawi) and the

letter » (from Idghaam Al-Mithlayn) are the letters of Ith’har As-Shafawi and they

are 26.

¢ So if any of the 26 letters appear after Meem As-Sakinah in one word or in two

words, it will be read with Ith’har.
1 gl A Gshelia 2 ] i iail
Meem Sakin chart

MS- Meem Sakin

Type Ikhfa’ (38 sdyY) Idghaam (cxfial A8 3y1) Tth’aar (¢ il gy
Meaning If < comes after MS MS at the end of first word, Any other letter except <= and
and & on the beginning of & after MS
second word
App;zication only one letter and that is (<2) | only one letter which is (p) All the letters except <= and &
Letters
Ghunnah Ghunna is done. Ghunnah is done NO Ghunnah.
Examples ot e 2 R
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