6 : PLURALS

o The Arabic word for plural is z=> .
o The plural (of a noun) in Arabic typically denotes a quantity greater than two.
o In Arabic there are two main types of plurals:
1. Sound plural (Ad) a23) is further divided into:
¢+ Sound masculine plural (o= )SM\ &)
¢+ Sound feminine plural (+/) Cigall aad)
2. Broken plural ():MS-J\ =)

Has ‘una’ (33) at the end Has aatun (&U) at the end s h ltiole ol |
e.g'_"—ni, 1k E-g-"!"—’&*'_’" ome nouns have mulitiple plurals
Forms.
E.g. él has two plural forms:
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Sound Plural Broken Plural
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The singular word stays intact. The singular word is broken to create the
€.8 jgd)ie «— yuyie plural.
e.g b — b

Broken plural has many patterns, which
will be discussed later.

% Sound plural (pllud) 223)
o In Arabic, the sound plural is the plural in which the singular form of the word
remains intact (sound) with some addition at the end.
o It can be created simply by adding a suffix to the singular form (O or &= for the
masculine and < for the feminine).

o Itis called a sound plural because they have regular plural endings.



Nominative Case Accusative and Genitive Cases

Gender
Suffix Example Suffix Example
Masculine G5 Osel) O u—uf—\_)
Feminine o Sl 1y ol alel

o Sound Masculine Plural - SMP- (allll &34 ga3)

o  When we form the SMP from a singular noun, we do not change the form of the
singular noun, we just add the suffix (ending) s in the nominative case and (— to
the end of the singular noun in the accusative and genitive.

o Generally, SMPs are used only for people (only males or a group of mixed males

and females).

Nominative

Singular case Accusative case | Genitive case Meaning
Jale & okl Sille Sille Worker

Cals 5 O sada 5 il 5o sl 5 Employee
;la.l Q,Au’y” f,.:.dmjﬁ” (:).IAXM:/%/) Teacher

o Sound Feminine Plural -SFP- (allud) Ei3al) aag)
o  When we form the SFP from a singular noun, we remove the ¢ (ta marbuta) of the
singular feminine noun and add - .
o They always end with <. It remains the same, regardless of the position of the
SFP in the sentence, but the harakath (vowel markings) alone changes. They get
Dhamma tanween, if nominative, and kasra tanween, if accusative or genitive.
o Unlike SMP, SFPs are most commonly used plural forms. It is used for female

groups (people/ human) and also for some objects (non-human).
Exam (Uaisl) - Exams (Cilblaial)

Meeting (¢ Wial) - Meetings (<Sleial)



Female doctor (x:k) - Female doctors (<luula)

o Long foreign/ borrowed words also use the SFP pattern.

Television (032 4Y) - Televisions (<b s L)

Balloon (¢s\%) - Balloons (&b sib)

% Broken Plural (L) ga3)

Pattern/ <k Singular Broken Plural

O 5ad as from asi “star” A5
U as from S “book” S
Olad as from Ja) “man” dss
Olasl as from ali  “pen” It
i as from Gie “eye” &sie
SN as from @ “poor” o
25l as from SE “rich” st
Jillx as from Gl “satan” Gl
Ollad as from 3% “building” Jjtia
Slas as from i “country” &k
il as from ¢l “brother” 553
] as from ‘wb “trader” el

o The broken plural is one in which the form of the singular word is broken, that is,
changed. It has no fixed rule for making it.
o Sometimes alphabets are added or deleted and sometimes there is merely a change

in the harakat (vowels).



o There are many patterns on which we can place base letters in order to form

broken plurals. Some of the patterns are given in the above picture.

© Non-Human Plurals
o Non-human plural nouns are treated like singular feminine nouns in a sentence.
Hence, the adjectives and verbs for non-human plural nouns will always be

singular and feminine.

The pens are beautiful - iwex 2JEY)

The beds are large - _S 5 )

o The Noun of Plural/ Collective Noun (g2} asl)
o There are certain nouns which render the meaning of plurality even though they
are singular.
o However, with regards to the sentence structure, these nouns are treated like any
singular masculine noun.
o The singular form of these nouns usually comes with a ¢ (ta marbuta).
o Mostly words referring to animals and plants come under the collective noun.

o Examples: Jsecles FlE Cic

Banana (J<) - A Banana ( 3).)

Fish (¢lew) - A fish (4Sew)


https://www.learnarabiconline.com/broken-plurals/

