1: THE ARABIC ROOT SYSTEM

The Arabic Language is based on a 7007’ system. Most Arabic words have a sequence of
3 root consonants. Roots are the building blocks and beauty of Arabic Language. It is a

distinct characteristic of Arabic Language.

The root known as a ,=+/ 2> in Arabic refers to the core meaning of a word. To identify
the core meaning of a word, we need to identify the t/iree consonants/letters (no taa

marbuta (¢) in it). The three letters will always appear in the same order.

Some words can have four root letters such as “«> ; (translation) whose root letters are
2 /z /o /<, but often they are a repeated pair such as J ) ) (earthquake) whose root letters
are J/3/J/ ).

Some words can have a double letter (shaddah letter) as its root letters, wherein the
second and third root letters are the same such as ~:2> (new) whose root letters are

2 /2 /z and K (all) whose root letters are J/J/<\.

A root word can have many words originating from it. For e.g. -5« (office/desk) and S

(book) shares the same three root letters which are — /< /<! (the emmmemmmmmee s

act of writing). . Journey = sa.w

He travels = 33 Ley

Another example: Few words that have L /< /o+ (which means Ambassador = s
something to do with traveling/ travel) as its 3 root letters are: /.= Traveller - 38luca
» /<. Many words with similar meanings are created from the Embassy - 3 yliw

same 3 root letters.

NOTE: Any additional consonants or vowels before, after or between the root letters modify
the meaning according to different general patterns. Most commonly added consonants are , o

o, g and <.

Borrowed/ foreign words don’t follow the root system. For example: s, (radio) and
< 3 (internet).
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